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LOCK, STOCK AND TWO STEAMING COFFEES AT FOXTON! 
 
It was a case of ‘back to the future’ at Foxton Locks at the weekend, when a character from 
Leicestershire’s watery past paid a visit to a former lock keeper’s cottage – to find that the building 
had been restored to its former glory and was now serving up fresh coffees! 
 
The newly-opened Coffee Stop is now open for business to visitors of Foxton Locks, one of 
Leicestershire’s most popular tourist destinations, offering a range of refreshments in the pleasant 
surroundings of Top Lock Cottage.  
 
The cottage received a prestigious regional award from RICS earlier this year, in recognition of 
British Waterways’ work to restore the building, with the help of generous funding from emda.  
 
Chris Stanley, Marketing & Communications Manager for South East Waterways, said: “It’s not 
every day you get someone from the 19th century turning up and ordering a coffee! The gentleman 
in question was a “number one” – the term used for an owner boatman, which regularly used to 
pass through Foxton Locks transporting all sorts of freight on their boats.” 
 
However, it turns out the visitor was not a ghostly apparition but an actor playing the part of a 19th 
century boatman! He was just one of the individuals involved in a series of guided tours for visitors 
to Foxton Locks at the weekend.  
 
The next “Tales from Foxton” guided tours will take place on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th 
September. Booking is essential - call 01908 302500 for more information and to book. The guided 
tours are part of a series of fun, family events planned at Foxton Locks over the next six months.  
 
For more information on great days out at Foxton Locks, visit www.foxtonlocks.com. To request a 
copy of the full ‘Foxton Locks Come Alive’ activity programme leaflet, call 01908 302500. 

 
For details of great days out on the inland waterways in other parts of the UK, visit 
www.waterscape.com.   
Ends 
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Lock, stock and two steaming coffees at Foxton! (2) 

 
Press and media enquiries: Contact Louise McCarthy, Media & Communications Executive, South 
East Waterways, on 01908 302560 or 07917 373116, email louise.mccarthy@britishwaterways.co.uk.  
 
Notes to editors 
   

• A digital image to accompany this news release is attached. Suggested caption: “A thirsty 
boatman from the 19th century grabs a well-needed coffee at Foxton Locks”.  

 
• British Waterways is the public corporation responsible for the care and enhancement of the 

nation’s 2,000-mile two centuries old network of canals and rivers, working in partnership with 
public, private and voluntary organisations to develop and improve the waterways in a 
sustainable manner.  British Waterways’ navigations are visited over 400 million times each 
year accounting for £1.5 billion annual visitor spend. For more information, visit 
www.britishwaterways.co.uk. 

 
 Waterscape.com provides information on ALL of Britain’s waterways, and guides visitors 

through the complete waterside experience in an easy to use, fully comprehensive online 
resource.  The site includes a full range of services including: 

 
• How to hire a canal boat or waterside holiday cottage 
• Recommendations on walking, cycling, jogging and angling beside the water 
• Best waterside bars, pubs and restaurants 
• Waterway guides with information on visitor attractions, local history and wildlife 
• News and events guides and listings 


