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press release
30 March 2006
FOXTON DEVELOPMENT PLAN COMMENDED IN NATIONAL AWARDS
The masterplan underpinning the development of Foxton Locks in Leicestershire has been commended in a prestigious national awards ceremony.

The Foxton plans were selected as a finalist and commended in the Strategic & Masterplanning category of the 2006 Waterways Renaissance Awards, narrowly missing out on the top title to the masterplan for City Road Basin in Islington, London.

The Awards, now in their fourth year, were established by The Waterways Trust and the British Urban Regeneration Association (BURA) to recognise and encourage best practice in sustainable waterway development, regeneration and education throughout the UK.
The ten-year development plan for the 8 hectare (20 acre) historic Foxton site, which features the longest staircase of locks in the UK, secured its commendation. The plan includes the restoration of an historic Inclined Plane, a funicular railway boat lift and Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

The Foxton Locks Partnership, which consists of British Waterways, Foxton Inclined Plane Trust, Foxton Parish Council, Harborough District Council, Harborough Promotions, Leicestershire County Council, the Inland Waterways Association, Old Unions Canal Society, The Waterways Trust and the Welland Sub Regional Partnership, was responsible for commissioning the masterplan, which aims to achieve a managed and sustainable increase in visitors to the site.

The panel of judging noted: “This is an ambitious plan which will bring up to half a million visitors to the redeveloped historic site at Foxton in ten years time. It is fully integrated with the regional plans, has been extensively consulted on with stakeholders and special interest groups.

More follows…
“It is a strong and coherent plan which is supported by the partners. The strategy to increase visitor numbers is not dependent on the restoration on one particular feature, which is a more sustainable approach.” 

James Clifton, Economic and Social Development Manager for British Waterways South East and Chair of the Foxton Locks Partnership said: “The Foxton Locks Partnership is delighted that the masterplan was selected as a finalist and commended by the awards - it recognises the hard work of the Partnership.”

The Strategy & Masterplanning category, sponsored by Wood Wharf Limited Partnership, was established to recognise exceptional development frameworks, masterplans or strategy connected to the waterways. 

Roger Hanbury, Chief Executive of The Waterways Trust, said: “There are many examples of development projects which have carefully considered how to successfully integrate within their waterways environment and maximise the potential of the area. These awards are an ideal opportunity to recognise these efforts. 

“As finalists, all involved with the shortlisted projects should be justifiably proud of what they have achieved. They are inspiring schemes which enhance the use and enjoyment of the waterway.”

The winners of the 2006 Waterways Renaissance Awards were announced at a celebratory dinner in London hosted by John Craven OBE, presenter of BBC1’s Countryfile and Vice-President of The Waterways Trust.  
For information on great days out at Foxton Locks, visit www.foxtonlocks.com. 

Ends

Press and media enquiries: Contact Louise McCarthy, Media & Communications Executive, South East Waterways, on 01908 302560 or 07917 373116, email louise.mccarthy@britishwaterways.co.uk. 

· The Foxton Locks Partnership was established in 1996. The Partnership is chaired by British Waterways and includes: The Waterways Trust; the Foxton Inclined Plane Trust; The Inland Waterways Association; Harborough District Council; Foxton Parish Council; Leicestershire County Council; the Old Union Canals Society; and the Welland Sub Regional Partnership. The Partnership meets regularly to plan development at Foxton Locks and raise funds.

· British Waterways is the public corporation responsible for the care and enhancement of the nation’s 2,000-mile two centuries old network of canals and rivers, working in partnership with public, private and voluntary organisations to develop and improve the waterways in a sustainable manner.  British Waterways’ navigations are visited over 300 million times each year accounting for £1.5 billion annual visitor spend. For more information, visit www.britishwaterways.co.uk.

· The Waterways Trust is a national charity working in partnerships with others to promote greater public enjoyment and awareness of the UK’s inland waterways.  We raise funds for waterway regeneration, conservation, recreation, community, arts, education, access and activity projects.  The nationally important designated collections in our three waterway museums at Gloucester Docks, Ellesmere Port and Stoke Bruerne, together with the Waterways Archive, bring the history of the waterways alive for everyone.

· BURA, the British Urban Regeneration Association, was formed in 1990 to provide a forum for the exchange of ideas, experience and information for the emerging regeneration sector. BURA has become the leading independent organisation for those involved in regeneration.  Its unique strength is derived from its wide range of members who represent the private, public and community sectors, and this distinguishes it from all other sectoral interest groups.  BURA identifies and promotes best practice in regeneration and advocates an integrated approach to the social, economic and environmental issues involved.  The Association offers its members national and regional networks, dynamic and diverse events, seminars and conferences and specialist forums covering key issues of the regeneration


