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press release
2 June 2006
RESTORATION WORKS SWING INTO ACTION AT FOXTON LOCKS
The next phase of an exciting programme of works to improve access to and restore major elements of Foxton Locks, one of Leicestershire’s most popular visitor destinations, begins this summer.

The works will include a major engineering project to repair and rewater the currently disused Upper Arm of the canal, which once carried boats to and from the top of Foxton’s famous Inclined Plane Boat Lift. 
It is all part of an exciting £2.8 million three-year project to develop and restore one of the county’s major waterside destinations, which is owned and managed by British Waterways. £1.78 million was awarded to the project by the Heritage Lottery Fund last year. East Midlands Tourism, Leicestershire County Council and other members of the Foxton Locks Partnership are also contributing to and supporting the works.
A new pedestrian bridge and viewing platform will be installed over the rewatered canal arm to give visitors greater access to the site and spectacular views over the remains of the Inclined Plane, which last operated in the early 1900s. 

A working replica of a swing bridge that was removed more than 30 years ago will be re-instated to its original position over the Harborough Arm of the canal, providing improved access to the site, particularly for visitors in wheelchairs and families with pushchairs. 
James Clifton, Foxton Locks Project Manager for British Waterways South East, said: “The majority of the site will remain open throughout the programme of works, creating many opportunities for visitors to view interesting periods of construction, restoration and interpretation.

“The next two years of this project will see substantial physical improvements to the whole site, which on completion will add to the experience of this historically significant and visually stunning location. 

“Our thanks go to Foxton’s boaters, residents and visitors for their patience while this work is carried out, and we hope they will be pleased with the improvements when the work is completed.”

The initial works, due to start in the next few weeks, include the de-watering of Foxton’s Bottom Basin, which also played an important role in the operation of the Inclined Plane Boat Lift, to enable brick repairs and re-pointing of the waterway walls. The basin is normally occupied by a number of permanent moorers, who have agreed to vacate their moorings while the works take place.
Engineers and volunteers will also be working hard to refurbish the original Stop Lock on the Upper Arm of the canal, including the replacement of replica lock gates later in the year. Towpath and footpath upgrading to improve access for all, archaeology surveys, vegetation management and work to return areas of the Inclined Plane to its original profile are also scheduled. 
In addition, the Foxton Locks site will be ‘brought to life’ in a variety of ways to improve visitors’ enjoyment and understanding of this unique historic site on the Leicester Line of the Grand Union Canal. Guided tours for visitors are being organised to coincide with the planned construction works, giving people the chance to find out more about the developments (details to be confirmed).
Ends

Press and media enquiries: Contact Louise McCarthy, Media & Communications Executive, South East Waterways, on 01908 302560 or 07917 373116, email louise.mccarthy@britishwaterways.co.uk. 

· An image to accompany this news release is attached. Suggested caption: “Foxton’s Inclined Plane Boat Lift and the Upper Arm of the canal in the early 1900s.” This image is for single use only, please credit British Waterways Photo Library.

· A guided tour around the Foxton Locks site, outlining this summer’s works programme, is to be arranged for members of the press and media (details to be confirmed soon). To register your interest, please contact Louise McCarthy (details above).
· For information on great days out at Foxton Locks, visit www.foxtonlocks.com. 

· The Foxton Locks Partnership was established in 1996. The Partnership is chaired by British Waterways and includes: The Waterways Trust; the Foxton Inclined Plane Trust; The Inland Waterways Association; Harborough District Council; Foxton Parish Council; Leicestershire County Council; the Old Union Canals Society; and the Welland Sub-regional Strategic Partnership. The Partnership meets regularly to plan developments at Foxton Locks and raise funds.

· British Waterways is the public corporation responsible for the care and enhancement of the nation’s 2,000-mile two centuries old network of canals and rivers, working in partnership with public, private and voluntary organisations to develop and improve the waterways in a sustainable manner.  British Waterways’ navigations are visited over 300 million times each year accounting for £1.5 billion annual visitor spend. For more information, visit www.britishwaterways.co.uk.



