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press release
3 July 2006
CAMPAIGNING FOR A POOP FREE SUMMER AT FOXTON LOCKS!

British Waterways, Harborough District Council and Dogs Trust have been urging dog owners to pick up the poop and help clean up Foxton Locks for the summer.

On Friday (30 June), staff from Harborough District Council handed out poop scoops, literature and other free dog-related items to dog walkers and visitors at Foxton Locks, one of Leicestershire’s most popular tourist destinations. 

Each year, thousands of complaints are received by local authorities and British Waterways about dog mess. Littering our towpaths and waterside public spaces, dog poo is a problem which British Waterways and Harborough District Council are determined to tackle. 
So Dogs Trust, the UK’s largest dog welfare charity, Harborough District Council and British Waterways urged dog owners to be responsible and ‘Grab it, Bag it, Bin it’ during National Poop Scoop Week, which took place last week (26 June – 2 July).  
Julia Moore, Customer Operations Manager for British Waterways South East, said: “The problem of people not clearing up after their dogs is an issue for British Waterways and one that our customers regularly complain about, so we welcome initiatives such as National Poop Scoop Week and the opportunity this provides for increasing awareness among all our visitors.”

Clarissa Baldwin, Chief Executive of Dogs Trust, said: “At Dogs Trust we believe every dog owner has a responsibility to pick up after their dog. It’s such a shame that a small number of owners put dogs in a bad light, as there are millions of responsible owners and well-behaved dogs out there!” 
More follows…
British Waterways works in partnership with a number of local authorities across the country to provide dog waste bins for visitors. Bins are provided at various locations around Foxton Locks and the surrounding area. Free poop scoop bags are available from the Coffee Stop at Foxton’s Top Lock Cottage and from the Waterways Roadshow, which tours the South East region and was also at Foxton Locks on Friday.  

Over the last two years, British Waterways has run a national campaign across the UK’s canal network to provide hundreds of dog bins. The result is a much cleaner, safer leisure environment for everyone to enjoy, and the health risk to children is considerably reduced. Across the South East region, more than 90 additional dog waste bins are shortly to be installed, including three along the Market Harborough Arm of the canal.  
Cleaning up after your dog is simple and the only way of ensuring a summer free from the nuisance of pooch poop. Failure to clean up after your dog can lead to prosecution and a fine of up to £1000 (Level 3) under The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996.

GRAB IT, BAG IT AND BIN IT is a simple plan to follow…
1. GRAB IT - Always keep a supply of plastic bags near your dog's lead - supermarket carrier bags make great poop scoops - so you don't forget to take a poop scoop with you on every walk. Simply insert your hand in the plastic bag and pick up your dogs waste. It's easy and not as bad as you think. 

2. BAG IT - Carefully turn the plastic bag inside out and your dogs mess will then be 'bagged'. 

3. BIN IT - Dispose of your bag in a 'Poop' bin. Contrary to popular belief, dog waste can also be put into a public litter bin if a specific dog waste bin is not provided. 
Ends
Press and media enquiries: Contact Louise McCarthy on 01908 302560 or 07917 373116, email louise.mccarthy@britishwaterways.co.uk. 
Notes to editors

· Please find attached an image to accompany this news release. L to R: Sally Morgan (Dog Warden, Harborough District Council), Clare Lawrence (Enforcement Officer, Harborough District Council), Julia Moore (Customer Operations Manager, British Waterways South East) and ‘Harbie’ the dog.
· For more information about National Poop Scoop Week please visit www.poopscoopweek.co.uk
· British Waterways cares for a 2,200-mile network of canals and navigable rivers across the country and works with a broad range of public, private and voluntary sector partners to improve the social, economic and environmental benefits of the inland waterways.  For more information visit www.britishwaterways.co.uk
· Dogs Trust is the UK’s largest dog welfare charity and cares for over 13,500 stray and abandoned dogs each year through its network of 16 Rehoming Centres nationwide. To find out more about Dogs Trust please call 0207 837 0006 or visit www.dogstrust.org.uk
· Waterscape.com provides information on ALL of Britain’s waterways, and guides visitors through the complete waterside experience in an easy to use, fully comprehensive online resource.  The site includes a full range of services including:

· How to hire a canal boat or waterside holiday cottage

· Recommendations on walking, cycling, jogging and angling beside the water

· Best waterside bars, pubs and restaurants

· Waterway guides with information on visitor attractions, local history and wildlife

· News and events guides and listings









